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EDITOEIALS. 

EDITORS, E. D. COPE, AND J. S. KINGSLEY. 

— Statistics as to the publication of original books by the four 
leading nations of readers have recently appeared. America and 
Great Britain have published during the last decade between four 
and five thousand books each. In America the proportion of fic- 
tion was considerably larger than in Great Britain. In Germany 
the number of books published in the same time was over ten 
thousand, with a smaller absolute number of works of fiction than in 
Great Britain. The figures for France fall between those of Great 
Britain and Germany. 

In view of the fact that America exceeds in population each of the 
countries named, and includes in this population a greater number of 
readers, these statistics are not pleasing to our national pride. Great 
Britain, with a much smaller population, is our superior in the quality 
of books produced, and yet falls far behind Germany. 

There are several reasons for this state of affairs. One is the absence 
of compulsory education, which exists in an effective condition in 
Germany. Another, and probably more efficient cause, is the fact 
that our publishers think it necessary to bring out books of value in 
an expensive style, so that they are out of the reach of students gen- 
erally. The same cause probably conduces to the depression in the 
publishing business in Great Britain. If American students could 
purchase scientific and other serious books at as low rates as can be 
done in Germany, the general standard of intelligence would be greatly 
elevated. If American publishers would get out cheap editions of 
such literature they would greatly profit by it. The extravagant style 
in which popular scientific books are published in this country is an 
anachronism. There is no nobility here whose attention it is neces- 
sary to gain for material reasons, nor is social position the object for 
which the scientist is supposed to be striving. Hence the absurdity of 
clothing science in a garb which can attract a small class only, while 
it makes her inaccessible to the mass of mankind. The supposition 
that people will not buy solid literature is negatived by the experience 
of Germany. If American publishers will not publish cheap works 
of this class we shall become dependent on foreign countries, whose 
books will soon become accessible to us by the removal of the oppress- 
ive tax on intelligence, known as the protective tariff. 



360 The American Naturalist. [April, 

— We have received the first number of the New Journal of Geology 
published by the geological faculty of the University of Chicago, and 
printed by the press of the University. It is edited by six members 
of the United States Geological Survey, together with twelve associate 
editors, of whom five are Americans, and one resides in each of the 
following countries, viz. : Canada, Great Britain, Germany, France, 
Austria, Norway, and Sweden. The articles of the number are by 
Messrs Geikie, Holmes, Williams, Chamberlin and Salisbury, and are 
all of much interest. Editorials, Eeviews, Abstracts, and Acknow- 
ledgments follow. The beginning of this new journal is auspicious, 
but it remains with the future to determine whether it can be contin- 
ued on its present basis. On the face of it the proposition is broad, 
but the basis is narrow. The names of the associate editors indicate 
cosmopolitan aspirations, but " the immediate editorship," we are told 
in the announcement, " will rest with the geological faculty of the 
University of Chicago," who are all members or ex-members of the 
U. S. Geological Survey. The leading article is by a foreigner, but 
this is appropriate in a city which has legal holidays in honor of 
William of Germany and Saint Patrick. We will observe with 
interest whether such a constitution can stand the test of time, or 
whether it will meet the difficulties which befel the image of the 
prophetic vision, in which the geological order was reversed, since the 
head was of archean gold, but whose feet were of glacial clay. Not 
but that the precious metal may be found in the superficial stratum in 
this instance ; but placer deposits in glacial drift are not as permanent 
as those of greater geologic age. We have an excellent geological 
magazine, the American Geologist, which is not identified with any 
institution or institutions, and whose editorial corps is not interested in 
supporting geological literature in other countries. While, therefore, 
we welcome all additions to scientific periodical literature, it is always 
with a reservation which requires that they shall be viable infants, 
endowed with a good constitution. 

— A movement is on foot in New Zealand to secure an island not far 
from the coast as a preserve for the native animals and plants of that 
country. In view of the extreme importance to biological science 
of the preservation of the remarkable types of this ancient flora and 
fauna, and in view of the other fact that many of its representatives 
have become extinct within recent times, and others are disappearing, 
we sincerely hope that this effort will be successful. If there is any 
doubt about it, a concerted effort should be made by the scientific men 
of all countries to secure favorable action from the colonial legislature. 



